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James Swift, reporter

Country: Israel
Whatever the reason for wanting to relocate to Israel - be
it ideology, lifestyle or a desire for a bit more sun - Israel’s
magnetism cannot be denied.

And with opportunities at City law firms only just start-
ing to recover from an all-time low, the country’s draw

ISRAEL

Shalom

seems particularly strong for both newly qualified
associates and those lawyers nearing partnership.
Consequently, Israeli firms have been inundated with
CVs from lawyers making the most of the recession and
wanting to reassess their priorities.

This Special Report looks at the burgeoning economy

behind Israel’s bustling legal market - a countrythat has
more lawyers per capita than any other - as well as some
of the lawyers who have made the leap.

In this report, we find that Israel’s pull is so strong it has
led to the emergence of law firm models that probably
could not exist anywhere else in the world.

While opening an office in Israel is a sensitive
issue for magic circle firms, the country has
become quite a magnet for individual lawyers —
many from the UK - who are relocating in their
droves. By James Swift

hanks largely to advances in

the technology sector, Israel’s

economy has grown signifi-

cantly over the past decade.

The country now has the most

companies listed on the Nasdaq atter the US

and Canada, and in May 2010 Organisation

for Economic Cooperation and Develop-

ment (OECD) members voted unanimously
toinvite Israel to join the organisation.

It’s a state of affairs in stark contrast to

15 or so years ago, when virtually all the

investment into the country came from

wealthy Jewish families and philanthropists
who put up cash out of support for the
state as opposed to any expectation of
generous returns.

“The economy has mushroomed,” says
Alan Sacks, senior partner at Herzog Fox
& Neeman. “Before, in the 1980s, most
of the investment into the country was
sentimental, but now Israel is a major R&D
[research and development] centre for most
technology companies.

“If you have voicemail on your telephone,
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